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TORONTO
‘The guys have been working 
all day getting the ploughs
ready’ — Len Gardiner, Peel 
Region roads supervisor
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Holocaust survivor Rachel Shtibel holds the violin that once held her own life story. It belonged
to her uncle, who buried it before the war. Ms. Shtibel came into possession of the violin after two 
years in captivity and found inside it her baby pictures and photos of the uncle she later learned

was her biological father. Her memoir is part of a boxed set released last night.

B Y  A D A M  H U R A S

A N D  W I L L  T R E M A I N

All the vehicles have been
serviced, the salt supplies are
topped up and the operators 
are standing by.

It’s game day, and transpor-
tation officials across the GTA 
say there are no pre-game jit-
ters here.

“Oh, it’s exciting,” said
Myles Currie, Toronto’s direc-
tor of transportation. “The
crews are looking forward to
showing the citizens of To-
ronto we’re ready to combat 
whatever Mother Nature has
to throw at us.”

Environment Canada yes-
terday issued a weather warn-
ing for Toronto, predicting 
10 to 20 centimetres of snow
will fall by tonight. The snow
is also forecasted to be mixed
with ice pellets.

In Peel Region, roads super-
visor Len Gardiner sent out
trucks last night to put down
“a light shot of granular salt” 
in north Peel. The region’s 33
spreaders and 38 ploughs cov-
er a region spreading from the
north end of Caledon down to
the lake in Mississauga.

“We’ve been waiting all
summer,” Mr. Gardiner said.
‘We’re eager to go, and it’s not 
catching us by surprise. The 
guys have been working all
day getting the ploughs ready.”

Police fear the same is not
true of all motorists. Ontario
Provincial Police Sergeant 
Cam Woolley spent yester-

day warning people to drive
slowly and leave lots of room
for stopping. He still expects
carnage today, however.

“The first snowstorm, a lot
of drivers act like they need to
be retrained,” Sgt. Woolley said. 
“Whether the police give you a
ticket or not, the laws of phys-
ics are always enforced. Even if
your friends or the police take 
pity on you, the insurance man
will not. You’re responsible to
drive to the conditions.”

York Region can clear and
salt its more than 1,000 kilo-
metres of roads with its 64
trucks in little more than two 
hours.

In both York and Peel, 
crews can opt to spray a salt-
brine solution on the roads be-
fore snowfalls to help prevent 
roads from icing and to stop 
snow and ice from bonding to
the pavement. In order to do
so roads must be dry however,
which they weren’t last night.

“We’re ready to go,” said 
Brian  Harrison, York Region’s 
director of operations. “We’ve 
got 64 units [that plough and
spread salt] out there spread
across four different patrol 
yards in the region, and we’ll
be deploying them as the
snow starts.”

In Toronto, 10 patrol trucks
were watching road temper-
atures and precipitation pat-
terns closely yesterday, each
equipped with road and air
temperature thermometers. 
The City of Toronto has 200
salt trucks ready with their
operators on standby.

Even when a storm sneaks
up on the city, Mr. Currie said
he can still have the first salt-
ers out on the road in 10 min-
utes of being notified.
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SALT TRUCKS, 
PLOUGHS

READY TO GO
Up to 20 cm of
snow expected

to fall by tonight

A 
new series of mem-
oirs written by Holo-
caust survivors was
launched in Toronto
last night in a bid to

ensure their personal witness to
history lives on even after they 
are gone.

“The survivors are not going to
be with us for very long,” said Dr. 
Naomi Azrieli, executive direc-
tor of the Azrieli Foundation, the 
non-profit organization under-
taking the project. “We feel a
sense of urgency.”

The Toronto-based Azrieli
Foundation, in partnership with
the York University Centre for
Jewish Studies, has collected 170 
manuscripts so far, six of which
have been released in this first
boxed set. The goal is to eventu-
ally publish all the manuscripts
— and any more that they may 
receive — and distribute them
free to libraries and interested 
readers.

“Any memoir that’s out there, I
want to get it,” said Tamarah Fed-
er, the memoir program manager.

Many survivors found it diffi-
cult to think about old and pain-
ful memories, and initially did
not want to write the memoirs.
For John Freund of Toronto, a

survivor of both Theresienstadt
and Auschwitz, it was the media 
coverage of Ernst Zundel’s public 
Holocaust denial that finally con-
vinced him to write his story.

Rachel Shtibel of Toronto
was inspired to write her mem-
oir after her emotional video 
testimony for Steven Spielberg’s 
Shoah Foundation for Visual
History and Education. Her hus-
band, Adam Shtibel, also a sur-
vivor, disagreed with her deci-
sion, believing  old wounds would
be opened up by the experience. 
However, his testimony to the
Central Jewish Historical Com-
mission in Warsaw from 1948 was
found and translated from Polish 
to include in the volume with his 
wife’s story.

Holocaust education was im-
portant to the Shtibels as they 
raised their own two daughters
and five granddaughters. They said 
they were careful not to burden the
children with too much, but still
wanted them to know what they
had endured.

“When we babysat [our grand-
daughters], instead of reading
children’s stories, we told them a
bit of our childhood,” Mrs. Shtibel
said. “Not all in a scary way, nice
moments too ... bit by bit.”

Dr. Ruth Westheimer was the
keynote speaker at last night’s 
event. She is a Holocaust orphan, 

sent away to safety at a children’s 
home in Switzerland before her
parents were killed.

Widely known for explicit and
often humourous advice on her
phone-in sex show, Dr. West-
heimer had an uncharacteristic-
ally serious agenda, discussing 
the problem of “Holocaust fa-
tigue” in a world in which Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad can question whether six mil-
lion were killed by Hitler during
the Second World War.

“We need to talk about [the
Holocaust] more than ever be-
fore,” she said.

The Azrieli Foundation has 
concentrated on education since
it was established in Montreal,
Toronto and Israel by philan-
thropist David J. Azrieli in 1989.

It runs the Azrieli Institute
for Educational Empowerment
as well as a fellows program for 
graduates at Israeli universities. 
The publication of Holocaust
memoirs for distribution to li-
braries across Canada was there-
fore a natural step forward in its
goals for Holocaust education.

The memoirs will be available 
online in April, 2008.

“As pieces of literature, they 
truly stand on their own,” Ms. 
Feder said. “We’re hoping they 
will put a face to the numbers.”
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Mayor David Miller said yester-
day it would be “irresponsible” 
not to look at a bottled water 
tax, but he said the scheme
would almost surely fail be-
cause it would be too pricey 
and complex to administer.

“Bottled water and other
plastic bottles are a significant 
cost to us in the blue box sys-
tem, and I think it would be
irresponsible not to look at the
idea,” the Mayor told Global
News. “[But] my sense from
preliminary discussions with
city staff is it’s something we 
can’t do.” 

Council’s executive com-
mittee will decide on Monday
whether to order a staff study 
on a Toronto-only tax adding
5¢ to the price of water bottled 
in Ontario and 10¢ to the price
of imports.

The idea originated with
Parkdale-High Park Coun-
cillor Bill Saundercook, who
raised it in the weeks pre-
ceding council’s decision 
last month to adopt taxes on
homes sales and vehicle regis-
trations.

Mr. Miller wrote a letter to
executive members last week
saying he would support study-
ing whether a tax on bottled 
water was practical or even 
legal under the City of Toronto
Act, the legislation that granted 
the city limited taxing powers.

Mr. Miller’s spokesman, Stu-

art Green, issued a statement
yesterday indicating that like 
an alcohol and tobacco tax,
staff have advised the Mayor 
taxing water bottles would be
“almost impossible.”

“He is simply supporting a
staff report on the matter only
at this point as a courtesy to
Councillor Saundercook who
raised this issue at council,” Mr. 
Green wrote.

“We anticipate the answer
from staff to [Councillor] 
Saundercook’s proposal will
be no but given the environ-
mental impact and the cost to
taxpayers of handling discard-
ed bottles, there’s no harm in
studying it.”

Mr. Saundercook was one
of a handful of councillors
who waited until nearly the
last moment to decide which
way to vote on the controver-
sial taxes last month. In the
end, he voted with the Mayor, 
backing the land-transfer tax
of between 0.5% and 2% and a
vehicle-registration fee of $60
per year.

Asked yesterday if he agreed
to support the taxes in ex-
change for Mr. Miller promis-
ing to at least look at a bottled-
water tax, Mr. Saundercook 
said: “No. I’ve been asked that 
a couple of times now and
there’s no truth to that, no.”

He said he hopes Toronto
can find a way around the
roadblocks. “I haven’t aban-
doned the idea because of
some resistance.”
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Bottled water tax
not likely, Mayor says

STUDY NONETHELESS

Holocaust survivors publish memoirs

Putting faces 
behind the numbers
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